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Welcome!
Thank you for choosing Oakbank for your holiday - we hope you enjoy your stay. The following notes
provide information to help you get the most out of your holiday. We’ve included everything we think
you need to know about your home for the coming days, but if you can’t find what you’re looking for
please do get in touch using the details provided.
Feedback
We have tried to do all we can to ensure that you have an enjoyable stay. If we have missed something
or if there is something that you are not happy about, please give us an opportunity to do something
about it by contacting Siobhan on 07789496123 or 01756 752718.
At Oakbank we are striving to combine superb quality and attention to detail with elegance and
comfort. Please take a few moments of your time to let us know your suggestions and comments about
the cottage and your stay in Grassington by completing our guest book. This will assist us in meeting
and exceeding your expectations and be a useful reference point for our future guests. The guest book
is located on the lower shelf of the coffee table in the living room.
Information on Local Attractions
There are a wide range of leaflets available in the wooden rack on the small window ledge in the living
room for you to browse through and further information is detailed within this Information Pack.

Important Local Contact Details
The name, address and postcode of this property is:
Oakbank
32 Chapel Street
Grassington
Nr. Skipton
North Yorkshire
BD23 5BE
www.grassdalecottages.co.uk
Names and telephone numbers of principal contacts:
Siobhan Tywang,
stywang@outlook.com or hello@grassdalecottages.co.uk

Tel: 07789496123 or 01756 752718

Yorkshire Cottages (Grassington Office),
grassington@yorkshire-cottages.info Tel: 01756 753000
NB: Use ONLY if cottage booked directly through Yorkshire Cottages, Cottages.com or Cottages4you.com
Nearest public telephone
The Square, Grassington, Nr. Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 5AQ
Important Health & Safety Information
Location of fire blanket
Ground floor – kitchen wall behind internal kitchen door
Location of fire extinguishers
Ground floor – kitchen window
First Floor – large bedroom window
Second Floor – bedroom window
Location of emergency lighting

Ground floor - in the boiler cupboard in the kitchen (two
lanterns are provided; 1 x wind-up, 1 x battery operated). PIR
activated torches (battery operated) are strategically located on
each floor.

Location of First Aid kit

Ground floor in the cupboard below the boiler cupboard in the
kitchen.

Household Information
Water
The main stopcock at this house is a brass tap situated directly below the bottom shelf in the cupboard
under the sink in the kitchen.
Electricity
The main trip switch/fuse box is situated in the kitchen cupboard adjacent to the back door.
Rubbish and Recycling
Bin collection is every Thursday, alternating general waste and recycling. Please leave all general waste
in the green wheelie bin, and recycling in the blue wheelie bin, both located on the path that runs along
the top at the back of the house. Please refer to the Collection Calendar displayed on the fridge which
shows which bin will be collected on which day. Please can you put the bin out the night before
collection day at one of the collection points on Bank Lane (either at the front of the right hand side
parking space that is directly next to Oakbank’s external wall – room for three bins lined up alongside
the rockery stones; or at the bottom of Bank Lane on the left hand side by the Bank Lane sign). The bins
are emptied directly from these locations. Following collection please can you relocate the bin to its
usual position on the path that runs along the top at the back of the house. Bin bags for the bin in the
kitchen can be found in the cupboard under the kitchen sink.
What to put in the blue bin....
Glass
All glass bottles and jars. Please rinse out all glass and jars before placing in the bin, there is no need to
remove the labels.
Waste collection will not accept...
• Pottery or ceramics
• Window glass
• Light bulbs
• Pyrex
• Spectacles
Cans
All food and drink cans and Biscuit/Confectionery tins. Please rinse out and squash cans before placing
in the bin.
Waste collection will not accept....
• Aluminium foil
• Crisp packets
• Pots and pans
• Paint tins
• Cutlery
Aerosols
Household aerosol cans
Please discharge all contents and air and remove caps.

Plastic bottles (Types 1 & 2 only)
• Plastic milk containers
• Pop/drink bottles
• Shampoo/conditioner bottles
• Washing up liquid bottles
• Fabric conditioner bottles
• Any plastic bottles that bear the Type 1 & 2 recycling logos
Paper:
• Newspapers
• Magazines
• Brochures
• Junk Mail
• Envelopes (excludes window envelopes)
• Wrapping paper (excludes foil/holographic)
• Office/Writing paper
There is no need to remove staples, but please remove any tape
Cardboard
• Cardboard packaging
• Food Packaging (e.g. cereal boxes, food sleeves, egg boxes)
• Toilet/kitchen roll inserts
• Greeting Cards
Please ensure there is no food waste on any cardboard placed in the bin
Waste collection will not accept...
• Margarine tubs
• Yogurt pots
• Ready meal trays
• Plastic carrier bags
• Plastic film
• Plant pots
• Vending cups
Only waste placed inside the wheeled bin will be collected. Please ensure the lid is closed.

House Information
About the House
As far as we know, the house was built around 1890. Banks Farm, further down the same row of
cottages, was the main farmhouse and Oakbank and other adjoining properties in the row started out as
barns or ‘shippens’ for the main house and were used to house the animals.
Please bear in mind during your stay that the other houses in the row are peoples’ permanent homes.
Parking
There is car parking available either on Chapel Street itself or on the quiet lane that runs adjacent to the
cottage, Bank Lane. If for any reason you struggle to park in the close vicinity of the cottage then please
try the car parks either to the front or rear of the Devonshire Institute / Town Hall building, situated at
the top of the Main Street. Parking here is free and you can leave your vehicle for as long as you wish.
Access
Please note that owing to special events it may be that the Main Street is closed to vehicles for extended
periods of time on certain days. For example, Festival weekends, 1940’s weekend, Dickensian Saturdays
and the farmers markets that are held on the 3rd Sunday of each month.
Oakbank can still be accessed easily via an alternative route. After crossing Grassington Bridge and
ascending Station Road, take your first left onto Wood Lane. Follow this road for approximately ½ mile
before taking your second right onto Bull Ing Lane. Continue straight on this steep narrow lane, bearing
left until you reach Town Head Farm where the road bends sharply to the right as it joins Chapel Street.
Oakbank is situated a short distance down Chapel Street on the left hand side.
Appliance Instructions
These can be found in a black ring binder located in the cupboard underneath the boiler cupboard in the
kitchen.
Electricity
Should you need access to it, the main fuse box is in the kitchen cupboard next to the back door.
Heating
The cottage is heated via a central heating system. The boiler that powers this is located in the large
wooden cupboard in the kitchen. The thermostat to adjust temperature is located in the living room at
the bottom of the stairs. There is an electric wood burning stove in the living room.

To operate the thermostat (situated at the bottom of the stairs)
The heating is set to come on at 20˚C between 06.45am until 10.30am and then from 16.00pm until
22.30pm and otherwise will tick over at a set temperature of 17˚C. The temperature can be quickly
adjusted by increasing or decreasing the temperature on the thermostat and will then revert when
passing one of the set times.
Electric Wood Burner (living room)
This is plugged in to the mains to the right of the fireplace. The heater is operated via a remote control,
but please note that in order for the control to work the heater also needs to be switched on inside the
door of the wood burner. The door can be opened easily and two switch settings that are situated to
your bottom right can be set as required. The remote control for the electric wood burner is kept on the
mantle piece.
Bulbs and Batteries
A selection of spare bulbs can be found in the end cupboard in the kitchen next to the back door, below
the main fuse box. There should also be some batteries stored here, should you require them.
Bedding and Towels
These are supplied, as are throws on the end of each bed for extra warmth if required.
Kitchen
The kitchen has comprehensive cooking facilities, a fridge freezer and dishwasher.
Cooking facilities
In the kitchen there is an oven (including a grill and fan assisted facility), a ceramic hob and a microwave
oven.
Microwave
To use, press the microwave power pad to select the desired power level. An indicator light appears
next to the selected power level. Select cooking time by pressing appropriate pads. Press start, the
cooking programme will start and the time in the display will count down.
Washing facilities
There is also a washing machine in the kitchen. There is a clothes airer, radiator airer and wash basket
in the cupboard under the stairs on the first floor and a clothes line in the outhouse in the back yard, for
use in the back yard. The line should be wrapped around the hooks that are located at the back door,
on the wall to the left hand side of the gate (as you face it) and on the wall by the outhouse door.
There is a small supply of laundry and dishwasher tablets for your initial use and also a supply of
cleaning products in the end cupboard in the kitchen next to the back door, should you require these
during your stay.

Other Facilities
Digital Televisions and DVD Player
There are televisions in the living room, kitchen, and both double bedrooms. All are tuned to receive
Freeview digital stations. There are a range of DVD’s to choose from on the television stand.
The on/off switch for the Samsung televisions (living room, kitchen, first floor bedroom) is located on
the back of the television, on your right hand side, and is the bottom button/rocker switch.
The on/off switch for the Panasonic television (second floor) is located on the back of the television, on
your right hand side, and is the bottom button.
You may find it easier to turn the televisions off at the plug when not in use, as once they are turned
back on at the plug they go straight into standby mode and can then be operated by using the remote.
Games and Toys
A selection of games including chess, playing cards, scrabble etc. can be found in the cupboard that
houses the boiler in the kitchen. A variety of toys can be found under the stairs in the living room.
Child Safety Gates
Three of these are available to be fitted as per your preference. They are not generally erected to make
moving luggage easier, but full instructions are provided in the black ring binder located in the cupboard
underneath the boiler cupboard in the kitchen. Please note that one gate is narrower than the other
two and is only suitable for use on the flight of stairs up to the second floor, as it is too narrow and
unsafe to use on the main stairs up to the first floor.
In summary, plastic wall cups are pre-fitted at the openings to be guarded by the safety gate(s). The
safety gate should be placed into the centre of the opening. Turn the top two adjustable wheels until
the pressure pads enter the two retaining cups. Then turn the bottom two wheels until the bottom
pressure pads also enter the retaining cups with as much force as possible turning the wheels by hand.
Finally turn the top two wheels until the gap between the handle and catch is approximately 2mm.
Warning: It is necessary to check that the safety barrier once fitted is secure and correctly fixed into
position. The safety barrier requires periodical inspection for it’s overall security and general condition.
Please note that you use these gates at your own risk.
Once fitted, to open/close the gate, depress the button on the top and lift the gate to release bottom
catch.
Books and Maps
Please browse the books and maps in the house at your leisure. Please feel free to take the maps on
walks with you.

Keys
A spare set of keys and a key for the outhouse are located on hooks within the cupboard that houses the
boiler in the kitchen. Please note that the key for the outhouse is the long mortice key.
Please remember to lock the doors and windows whenever you leave the property.
Seating Mats
To convert the top of the outside stone ledge to the rear of the property to a seat some mats can be
found stored in the outhouse.
Boot Cleaning
There is a hose on the outside tap to the rear of the property and a boot scraper for this purpose.
Outhouse
The secure outhouse to the rear of the property can be used to store bikes or other outdoor equipment
you may have brought with you. There are also various hooks on the walls that are useful to allow any
outdoor clothing to drip dry if needed.
Outdoor Furniture
Please ensure that the outdoor furniture is kept covered when not in use.
Bathrooms
Toilets
We would ask that you do not flush sanitary towels etc. down the toilets as the drains at this end of the
village struggle to deal with them.
Bath and Showers
Please note that you cannot run a bath and use the shower in the en-suite on the second floor
simultaneously. However, if you run the bath before or after using the en-suite shower there will be no
disruption to the hot water supply. The provision of the electric shower in the main bathroom does
mean that both showers can be run at the same time. Because of the system fitted there is an
abundance of hot water and it will not run out.
Non-slip Bath Mats
These are provided in each bathroom for your use. Please retain the ribbon they are tied with and leave
in each bathroom.

Liquid Handwash
This is provided in both bathrooms and is a luxury anti-bacterial white soap. Its formula is based on
gentle cleaning agents and emollients, it contains a lanolin derivative to replace the skins natural oils
lost through washing.
Ingredients:

AQUA, COCAMIDE DEA, SODIUM LAURETH SULFATE, TALL OIL ACID, ETHANOLAMINE GLYCOL STEARATE,
PHENOXYETHANOL, GLYCERIN, TRICLOSAN, PEG-75 LANOLIN, TEA-LAURYL SULFATE, SODIUM CHLORIDE, METHYLISOTHIAZOLINONE.

Hairdryers
Two have been provided and are located in each of the double bedrooms. The one on the first floor
can be found in the bedside table drawer on your left hand side as you face the bed. The other can
be found in the top drawer of the chest of drawers in the second floor bedroom. Please note that
there is an extension lead inside the wardrobe door for your use, in order to allow you to dry your
hair in front of the full length mirror if desired.
House Idiosyncrasies
Oakbank is an old house and as such has the odd character trait!
Back door: is a stable door and can be opened as one door or in two parts. Owing to this design there
are a bottom and a top key hole and or knob. Please note that a considerable amount of winding/key
turning is required to open/lock the bottom portion of the door.
Cupboard under the stairs on first floor: Needs to be opened or closed by applying a firm push to the
top right hand side of the cupboard door.
Telephone
There is no landline telephone in the house. Mobile signal with O2 or Vodafone should generally be
good, but other service providers signal strength is generally poor/patchy in the village.
Broadband
On the other hand, broadband strength is good. The password for the wireless broadband router is:

Network Name: TNCAPCBF07F
Wireless Key: 41A79B436A
Wireless PIN: 7350-7918

NEW: Firestick
Please use the small remote control in the living room to access the Amazon Firestick. From here you
can log-in to all your favourite apps, including Netflix, Amazon Prime and BBC iPlayer. Please
remember to log out before you leave the property. For some apps the “logout” option is not
available. In this case, to logout you should go to the Home screen on the Firestick and navigate

to Settings. In the next menu, select Applications, followed by Manage All Installed
Applications. Locate your app on the list, select it, and then click Clear Data. This will
effectively sign you out of the application.

Arriving and Departing
As the cottage needs to be deep cleaned between stays ready for the next arrival, we would ask that
you vacate no later than the pre-arranged time on your departure day.
When you leave, please…
• Switch off the lights
• Lock all doors and windows, leaving one set of keys in the key safe that is located in the front
entrance porch, using the code you were supplied with prior to your arrival
• Leave the property clean and tidy
• Take out the rubbish, except for the blue paper recycling bag
• Feel free to sign the guest book
• Check you have all your luggage

Have a safe journey home and we very much hope to see
you again soon!

Emergency Contact Details
Below are some useful contact addresses and numbers should you need them during your stay. Our
details are at the top and we will endeavour to help you as soon as possible.
Owner Name and Address: Mrs Siobhan Tywang, 44 Hardy Meadows, Grassington, Nr. Skipton,
North Yorkshire, BD23 5LR
Tel no: 07889496123 or 01756 752718
Emergency Services (ambulance, police, fire): 999
NHS Direct Number: 111
Nearest Hospital with A&E Facility: Airedale General Hospital www.airedale-trust.nhs.uk
Tel No: 01535 652511
Address: Airedale General Hospital, Skipton Road, Steeton, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 6TD
(approximately 16 miles form Grassington)
Doctors’ Surgery: Grassington Medical Centre www.grassingtonmedicalcentre.co.uk
Tel no: 01756 752313
Address: 9 Station Rd, Grassington, Nr. Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 5LS
Nearest Pharmacy: Boots Pharmacy www.boots.com
Tel no: 01756 752338
Address: 9 Station Rd, Grassington, Nr. Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 5LS
Dentist: Grassington Dental Care www.grassingtondentalcare.co.uk
Tel no: 01756 753782
Address: Grassington Medical Centre, 9 Station Rd, Grassington, Nr. Skipton, N. Yorkshire, BD23 5LS
Local Police: Grassington Police Station www.northyorkshire.police.uk
Tel no: 101
Address: The Police Station, Wood Lane, Grassington, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 5LU
Nearest Banks: Barclays, Natwest, HSBC, Halifax Banks
Opening hours: Various
Location: High Street, Skipton, North Yorkshire

Plumber/Electrician: Spencer Services (Skipton) Ltd
Tel no: 01756798574 or 07973659985
Water Board: Yorkshire Water www.yorkshirewater.com
Tel no: 0345 1 24 24 24
Electricity Board: Norther Powergrid www.northernpowergrid.com
Tel no: 0800 375 675
Gas Board: National Gas Emergency Service www.nationalgrid.com
Tel no: 0800 111 999

Local Amenities
Details of the nearest/recommended amenities and services can be found below. Please feel free to
add to it if you think we’ve missed something!
Convenience Store: Budgens
Tel no: 01756 752485
Opening hours: 09.00am until 7.00pm Monday to Sunday
Location: 5 Main St, Grassington, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 5AD
The following supermarkets are also available in nearby Skipton: Tesco, Morrisons, Aldi, Keelham
Farm Shop
Newsagent: Dales Toffee Shop and Newsagents
Tel no: 01756 752346
Opening hours: 09.00am until 17.00pm Monday to Saturday, and Sunday mornings.
Location: 1 Wood Lane, Grassington, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 5LU
Post Office: Grassington Post Office (offers cash withdrawls during opening hours) Tel no: 01756 752226
Opening hours: 09.00am until 17.30pm Monday to Saturday; 09.00am until 12.30pm Sunday
Last post collection: 16.15pm Monday to Friday; 12.15pm Saturday
Location: 15 Main Street, Grassington, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 5AD
Churches
Denomination: Anglican
Tel no: 01756 720331
Sunday Service: 11.00am
Location: St Michael And All Angels Church, Church Rd, Linton, North Yorkshire BD23 6BP
Denomination: Roman Catholic
Tel no: 01756 793000
Sunday Service: 11.00am
Location: St Margaret Clitherow Church, Station Road, Threshfield, North Yorkshire
Denomination: Protestant
Tel no: 01756 752357
Sunday Service: 10.30am
Location: Grassington Congregational Church, Garrs Lane, Grassington, North Yorkshire
Denomination: Methodist
Tel no: 01756 752818
Sunday Service: 10.30am
Location: Grassington Methodist Church, Chapel Street, Grassington North Yorkshire
Cash Points
Location: Budgens (outside the store, on Grassington Main Street)
Location: Texaco / SPAR at Threshfield
Address: Kettlewell Road, Threshfield, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 5PL

Tel no: 01756 753578

Bank: Barclays, Natwest, HSBC, Halifax Banks
Opening hours: Various
Location: High Street, Skipton, North Yorkshire
Petrol Station: Texaco / SPAR at Threshfield
Tel no: 01756 753578
Opening hours: 07.00am until 22.00pm Monday – Sunday
Location: Kettlewell Road, Threshfield, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 5PL
Next nearest at either Tesco or Morrisons in Skipton.
Taxi Services:
Company: Dales Cab Company
Tel no: 07515868788
Company: Dalesman Central Taxis (Skipton)
Tel no: 01756 794444
Company: The Wharfedale Packhorse
Tel no: 01756 636166
(Also operates as a bus on certain Saturday nights – visit http://www.wharfedalepackhorse.co.uk)
Tourist Information Centre: Grassington National Park Centre
Tel no: 01756 751690
Opening hours: open daily from 10.00am - 1 April to 31 October; open weekends only - 1 November
to 31 March (closed during January)
Location: Hebden Road, Grassington, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 5LB
Grassington Hub and Community Library
Tel no: 01756 752222
Offers full library service, internet access, local events and information, travel hub and transport
information, photocopying, business services, Grassington Community Cinema
Opening hours: open 10.00am until 17.00pm Monday to Friday; 10.00am until 13.00pm Saturdays
Location: 2 Garrs Lane, Grassington, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 5AT
Web address: http://www.grassington.uk.com/grassington-hub
Nearest Bus Stop:
The Keighley Bus Company operate a bus service between Grassington and Skipton and/or
surrounding Wharfedale Villages.
Routes: Skipton – Grassington – Buckden
Buckden – Grassington – Skipton
Location: Grassington Square (outside Grassington Folk Museum) or Grassington Yorkshire Dales
National Park Car Park (off Hebden Road)
Web address for bus timetables: https://www.transdevbus.co.uk/keighley/services/KDT/72
Train Stations:
The nearest train stations to Grassington are in the nearby towns of Skipton and Ilkley and can be
accessed via regular bus services. Trains from Skipton connect to Leeds, Bradford and the SettleCarlisle railway.
Tel no: National Rail Enquiries - 03457 48 49 50

Location: Broughton Road, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 1RT
Car Hire Companies:
Company: Skipton Self Drive
Tel no: 01756 792911 or 07793 719675
Location: Unit 2C Craven House, Carleton Business Park, Carleton New Road, Skipton, North
Yorkshire, BD23 2DE
Company: Practical Car & Van Rental, TF Smiths UK Ltd
Location: Skipton Road, Cross Hills, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 7DS

Tel no: 01535 63400

Swimming/Leisure Centre: Long Ashes Leisure Centre
Tel no: 01756 752261
Opening hours: 07.00am until 21.00pm Monday to Friday; 08.00am until 19.00pm Saturday and
Sunday
Location: Long Ashes Park Threshfield, Nr. Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 5PN
Cinema: Grassington Community Cinema (monthly shows)

Tel no: 01756 752222
(Grassington Hub)

Web address for viewing times: http://www.grassington.uk.com/whats-on
Location: The Octagon, The Devonshire Institute, 44 Main Street, Grassington, North Yorkshire,
BD23 5AA
Cinema: Plaza Cinema
Web address for viewing times: http://skipton.nm-cinemas.co.uk
Location: Sackville Street, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 2PB

Tel no: 01756 793417

Shopping
Skipton (9 miles), Ilkley (18 miles) or Harrogate (24 miles)
Skipton and Ilkley are small towns with a variety of independent and multiple retailers. Harrogate
has a larger selection of shops with all the usual large retail chains as well as some interesting and
up-market independent retailers. Harrogate is also the home of the famous Betty’s Café and Tea
Rooms. (A smaller version is in Ilkley.)
Markets

• Skipton - Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, on Skipton High Street

Farmers’ markets
• Skipton – first Sunday in month, Coach Street car park
• Settle – second Sunday in month, Town Square
• Grassington – third Sunday in month, Village Square

Local History
Grassington, as it appears to us today, is comparatively new given the fact that in much earlier times
most people lived less than half a mile away to the north at Lea Green above Grass and Bastow Woods.
This is one of the richest archaeological sites in the north of England, thanks to the gradual migration
of the settlement towards its present location, leaving the older sites still exposed. It is easily
accessible from Oakbank. If you take Bank Lane (the lane that runs adjacent to the cottage) and follow
the ‘Dales Way’ footpath signs, after about 1/2 mile the footpath goes across the site of ‘Old
Grassington’ or ‘The Cove’, as it is known locally.
Here you can see Bronze Age burial mounds, Celtic villages and fields, Romano-British settlements,
and medieval farmsteads in close proximity. Research has suggested that these settlements date back
to around 2000BC.
There is also evidence of two Celtic villages located between Grassington and Bastow Wood.
The Romans arrived in Upper Wharfedale around 50AD, departing in the 5th century, during which
time they quickly developed the area around Grassington as an important grain growing area
comprising hundreds of acres of Romano-British development building on the earlier Celtic agricultural
site.
As far as development within the bounds of present day Grassington is concerned this also goes back
a very long way, probably to the 7th century, since the Domesday Book in the year 1087 recorded that
at this time there was already 300 acres of arable and meadow land in its vicinity, upon which tax was
paid to the King. This site would have been chosen on account of it being located on a fairly level shelf
above the more densely wooded slope leading down to the river.
Lead mining in the vicinity of Grassington has been carried out since the 15th century. When George
Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, became Lord of the Manor he brought skilled men from his Derbyshire
mines to work in the mines on Grassington Moor, in addition, miners from Swaledale and Cornwall
also settled here bringing with them valuable expertise relating to mining techniques.
A few years later, the Earl built a smelt mill adjoining his corn mill on the river Wharfe. A century or so
later, in 1750, the Duke of Devonshire married one of the Clifford heiresses and came to be the Lord
of the Manor of Grassington. He quickly began a great development plan for the industry including
the construction of a watercourse, the erection of a large new smelt mill together with a cupola, and
the tall chimney that is still an important feature today. He then greatly improved the road between
Grassington and Gargrave, where he owned a wharf on the Leeds-Liverpool canal.
It was in the context of this rather rough mining boom-town that the tale of Tom Lee arises. The miners
were a tough breed, and it is no coincidence that Grassington police were the first to be armed in
Britain. Cockfighting, bearbaiting and heavy drinking were the entertainments on offer. Tom Lee was
a miner and innkeeper of the “Blue Anchor” around 1760, who had a private grudge against the local
doctor, Dr Petty, and murdered him with some accomplices after they had been drinking having been
together to a cockfight. The doctor’s body was eventually discovered after a few attempts to hide it,

but the perpetrator was not discovered until Lee’s apprentice confessed some years later. Lee was
tried at York, hanged, and his body gibbeted at what is now called Gibbet Hill in Grass Woods.
As a result of this great influx of new people into the area, many new properties were built in
Grassington, mainly in the form of infilling between the buildings of the farming community, from the
latter part of the 17th century up to the early part of the 19th century. Also a number of the existing
larger properties were each split into two or three smaller dwelling units and thus the unique and
quaint character of Grassington came into being, many of the little ‘folds’ being the original farmyards
in more rural times. In 1855, the Duke of Devonshire, taking his cue from other wealthy benefactors
of the time, built the Mechanics Institute, with a library for the education and welfare of the
miners. This was enlarged in 1895, and in 1896, the Duke handed over the Institute to the village who
added a large hall, stage and dressing rooms in 1923, and the building underwent a further expansion
with the addition of a studio theatre and nursery school in 1998.
The late 1870s marked the start of the demise of the lead mining industry and many miners and their
families gradually left the area. Shortly afterwards, Grassington House changed its use from a private
house into a boarding house, thus heralding the birth of the tourist industry which is still so important
to Grassington today. Towards the end of the 18th century a new textile industry had grown up with
the establishment of Grassington and Linton Mills, but compared with the lead mining industry, these
both had a relatively short life. Grassington Mill had closed by 1894 and Linton Mill was closed in 1959.
With the coming of the railway in 1902, many new people, mainly Bradford commuters, moved into
the area with property development on the increase to meet the rising demand.
Often described by locals as a village it is really a small town, as indicated by its name and the fact that
it was granted a charter for a market and fair in 1282, which continued to be held regularly until about
1860.
The town has gradually expanded over this century, from a low point on 1903 when the population
was little more than 300, to 1100 today. Agriculture, quarrying, and tourism are the mainstays of
employment here, but there are many professional commuters, and retired people, and increasing
numbers of artists, making a lively mix of locals and “offcumd’uns”, a mix which makes the town lively
and friendly.

Risk Assessment
We very much want guests to have an enjoyable and safe stay in Oakbank. Accidents can happen at
any time, to the most careful of people, but there is an added risk when one is in unfamiliar
surroundings. For your safety and information we have tried to identify possible sources of ‘danger’
and advise how to avoid these and minimise risks.
Guests
We have identified two groups for whom extra care needs to be taken when using the property:
children and infants, and any adult with mobility problems, unable to cope confidently and safely with
steps. Please be aware that stairs in the property are typical of an old cottage and are quite steep.
The stairs could be slippery in slippers/socks, so extra care should be taken, and at all times use the
handrail when using the stairs. Note guests must take every care to ensure the safety of any visiting
child/infant or less mobile adult. Stair gates are available upon request.
Fire
Please familiarise yourself with the separate fire risk assessment; which includes detailed instructions
for use of the fire equipment provided and fire escape procedures, and is located in the Information
and Advice folder provided for guest’s information. The fire equipment provided are fire extinguishers
(one per floor) and a fire blanket. We do ask guests to be extremely sensible and aware of the special
dangers posed by fire, and the risk to personal injury.
• Never leave cooking on the hob unattended.
• Never leave an electrical appliance unattended, such as the toaster,
hairdryer/straighteners or electric iron.
• Please ensure all electrical appliances and lights are switched off
before going to bed.
• Please be aware of the dangers of a naked flame at all times, never
leave unattended.
• Please note; tea lights and candles are not allowed.
• Oakbank holiday cottage has a No Smoking policy within its property
and patio area.
• Mains operated interlinked heat/smoke detectors are fitted on each
floor and a carbon monoxide detector is fitted on the kitchen wall,
close to the cupboard that houses the boiler. Emergency lighting; two
lanterns and a torch are provided (in the cupboard underneath the
boiler in the kitchen). PIR activated torches (battery operated) are
strategically located on each floor.
Electric Wood-Burner
Detailed instructions for the electric wood- burning stove are supplied in the Information and Advice
folder for guest’s further information.
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Hygiene and Welfare (including special instructions to make the property Covid-secure):
• No pets are allowed at the property.
• Antibacterial liquid soap is provided for guests in dispensers in the
bathrooms, details of the exact ingredients can be found in the
Information and Advice folder.
• Where possible we use ecological cleaning materials and recycled
paper toilet tissue. Cleaning products are available within the cottage
for guests to maintain high hygiene standards throughout their stay.
• Before each stay, anti-viral disinfectant will be used to sanitise all
surfaces and heavy-use items such as remote controls, door handles
and plugs.
• Non-essential items that are difficult to clean will be temporarily
removed from the property, e.g. cushions and throws. A selection of
books and DVDs will be kept in the kitchen cupboard; it is up to the
guest if they wish to access these.
• We can arrange fresh linen and towels for guests staying a fortnight
or longer.
• All personnel working at the accommodation will ensure they are
working to the Covid-19 workplace guidelines issued by the
government.
• Mattress protector and pillow protection are fitted and will be
laundered for every changeover. Sheets, duvet covers & pillowcases
are cotton.
• We request that guests strip the beds, bag up bedding and towels, and
empty all rubbish bins on departure.
• A small First Aid kit is provided (in the cupboard underneath the boiler
in the kitchen).
• Please note, some lights have energy saving light bulbs.
Central Heating etc.
Oakbank’s hot water and heating system is generated by the boiler housed in a large cupboard in the
kitchen. A digital room thermostat and control is situated in the lounge by the bottom of the stairs.
Detailed instructions for use of the system are found in the Information and Advice folder.
Disposal of Waste
Please help us by sorting your refuse into the appropriate bin. Bins are stored to the rear of the
property, on the walkway at the top of the steps. An integral bin is fitted in the kitchen, spare liners
are provided. The bin categories are: recycling (blue bin) - glass (bottles/jars), plastic containers, paper
and cardboard (please rinse all cartons/tins); household rubbish (green bin). In line with making the
property Covid-secure, we politely request that guests remove all waste from the property before
departure.
Flooding
Internally, please do not leave any tap running, as there are potential serious consequences. Please
do not leave the bath, basin or kitchen sink taps running, unattended.
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Bathroom
Please take care when getting in or out of the bath, and be aware that a tiled floor can become
slippery. Please use both the plastic safety bath mat and towelling bath mat provided, to prevent
slipping in the bath and making the floor tiles a slip hazard to you and/or others.
Bedrooms
Please note that both free standing wardrobes on the first floor are secured to the walls using furniture
straps.
Please note that the window in the small bedroom on the first floor is kept locked as a precaution,
owing to the potential danger of children being able opening the window and fall from a height as a
consequence of this. The key is available on a hook located above the section of window that can be
opened.
Living Room
Please be aware that the tub chair in the living room is not designed for children to jump or play on
and could tip over if misused. Guests are advised to supervise children if they are in the vicinity of
this particular seat.
General
It is of the utmost importance for guests to read the information that we send you in advance of your
arrival, (key collection etc.), and the Information and Advice folder on arrival. Please also ensure that
you familiarise yourself with the building, its surroundings and all safety instructions.
Next assessment/review due: January 2021
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Oakbank - Fire Risk Assessment
Address of Property Assessed: Oakbank, 32 Chapel Street, Grassington, Nr. Skipton, North Yorkshire,
BD23 5BE
Persons Undertaking the Assessment: Mrs S M Tywang (Caretaker) on behalf of Mr and Mrs T J
Clancy (Owners)
Date of Assessment: January 2020

Step 1 - Identify Fire Hazards and Fire Risks
1.1 Sources of Ignition
a) Electrical - wiring and appliances
• No trailing cables, overloaded sockets/adapters/extension leads, damage to cables,
scorched cracked or loose sockets/switches present.
• Fuseboard/circuit breakers are in good condition and correctly labelled
• All appliances in good condition with undamaged cables
• Electrical wiring has been checked by a qualified contractor within the last five years,
next due September 2020
• All portable appliances are subject to an annual inspection by certified testers, next
due January 2021
b) Cooking – electrical equipment
• Complete instructions for electric oven, hob and other cooking equipment/appliances
are on file in cottage.
• All appliances are cleaned on a regular basis and are in good condition.
• There is no facility for deep-fat frying.
c) Smoking
•

There is a no-smoking policy throughout the property.

d) Candles
• There are no candles or tea lights in the property and guests are requested not to use
these; artificial candles are provided.
e) Heaters and boilers
• Central heating boiler – the boiler was installed and certified by an approved
contractor in 2015. This is tested annually by Spencer Services Ltd (Gas Safe
registered); next due September 2020.
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